
American Judges Association 

Resolution 

In Support of DWI Courts 
 
WHEREAS, The public and other branches of government are looking to courts to address certain 
complex social issues and problems, such as DWI recidivism, that they feel are not most effectively 
addressed by the traditional legal process; 
 
WHEREAS, part of the mission of the AJA is to promote and improve the effective administration of 
justice; 

WHEREAS, the repeat impaired driver is not impacted by the same general deterrence methods, such as 
public awareness campaigns, or using only traditional sanctions such as incarceration. 

WHEREAS, the pervasive problem of impaired driving is a national threat to public safety; and, the 
effective administration of justice;  

WHEREAS, any impaired driving arrest results in the offenders entering the criminal justice system; and,  

WHEREAS, the offender will appear in court; and the courts have unique opportunities to ensure 
accountability of substance abusers and to stop recidivism; and,  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts operate in a post-conviction model using intensive supervision and long-term 
treatment to change the behavior of the repeat impaired driver; and, 

WHEREAS, DWI Courts employ the strategies of close supervision, frequent alcohol and other drug 
testing, and ongoing judicial interaction to integrate alcohol and other drug treatment services with the 
justice system; and,  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts use the team approach, and Judges are a vital part of the team as team leader; and  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts incorporate the 10 Guiding Principles, which define DWI Courts, as published 
by the National Center for DWI Courts; and,  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts will assist Judges in reducing the recidivism of impaired drivers in our nation’s 
judicial system; now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, that the American Judges Association support DWI Courts as promoted by the National 
Center for DWI Courts and NHTSA; and be it   

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the American Judges Association urges states to implement DWI Courts. 

DATE:  April 15, 2011 


