
 

 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROSECUTOR COORDINATORS SUPPORTS 

DWI COURTS 

WHEREAS, the maintenance and enhancement of public safety are the highest priorities of 
prosecutors nationally; and, 

WHEREAS, the pervasive problem of impaired driving is a national threat to public safety; and,  

WHEREAS, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), in 2007, 
an estimated 12,998 people were killed in alcohol-impaired driving crashes; and, 

WHEREAS, the hardcore impaired driver (those individuals that have a BAC of .15 or greater 
and/or have a prior DWI offense) were involved in more than 55% of those killed in an alcohol-
impaired driving crash. 

WHEREAS, prosecutors have been committed to removing the impaired driver from the nation’s 
roadways; and,  

WHEREAS, the hardcore impaired driver is not impacted by the same general deterrence methods, 
such as public awareness campaigns, or using only traditional sanctions such as incarceration. 

WHEREAS, any impaired driving arrest will result in the offenders entering the criminal justice 
system; and,  

WHEREAS, the offender will appear in court; and the courts have unique opportunities to ensure 
accountability of substance abusers and to stop recidivism; and,  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts operate in a post-conviction model using intensive supervision and long-
term treatment to change the behavior of the hardcore impaired driver; and, 

WHEREAS, DWI Courts employ the strategies of close supervision, frequent alcohol and other 
drug testing, and ongoing judicial interaction to integrate alcohol and other drug treatment 
services with the justice system; and,  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts use the team approach, and prosecutors are an integral part of the team; 
and  



WHEREAS, DWI Courts incorporate the 10 Guiding Principles, which define DWI Courts, as 
published by the National Center for DWI Courts; and,  

WHEREAS, DWI Courts will assist prosecutors in reducing the recidivism of impaired drivers in 
our nation’s judicial system; now, therefore, be it  

RESOLVED, that the National Association of Prosecutor Coordinators support the concept of DWI 
Courts for certain offenders based upon a post-conviction model; and be it   

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the National Association of Prosecutor Coordinators support state 
efforts to implement DWI Courts for certain offenders based upon a post-conviction model. 


